
As we predicted, this was a fan-
tastic year at Triangle Lake Mon-
tessori. Students learned a lot, 
teachers worked hard and parents 
were super supportive. 

I must say I am so proud to be 
the Principal of such a terrific 
school. 

I want to thank everyone for 
working together as a family. The 
greatest benefit in everyone work-
ing together is seeing children 
learn and grow. 

I feel confident that our students 
performed well on the EOG's. I am 

also expecting positive result for 
AYP and ABC performance. 

Please continue to have your 
children read during the summer 
to keep their brains sharp for the 
upcoming year. Trips to the library 
and book stores are highly encour-
aged. 

Talk to your child's teacher 
about summer reading and activi-
ties to keep students academically 
engaged over summer vacation.  

Thank you all again for your con-
tinued support and remember Let 
Peace on Earth begin at Triangle 
Lake Montessori! 

Cheri Keels 
Principal  

A Fantastic Year 
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Principal Cheri W. Keels 

2401 Triangle Lake Rd. 

High Point, NC 27260 

 (336) 819-2883 

Your PTA Board 

President 

Lisa Sunshine  869-0755 

 president@tlmpta.com 

Secretary 

Margaret Brannon 

 secretary@tlmpta.com 

Treasurer 

Karon Brown 

 treasurer@tlmpta.com 

V.P. Communications 
(and Dove Notes Editor) 

Charles Brannon  434-8737 

 comm@tlmpta.com 

V.P. Education 

Erica Marion  841-1617 

 education@tlmpta.com 

V.P. Environment 

Darlene Floyd  889-7603 

 environ@tlmpta.com 

V.P. Ways & Means 

Mary Beth Wood  289-5309 

 waysmeans@tlmpta.com 

Visit our school’s PTA 
web site on the Internet: 

 www.tlmpta.com 

  www.tlmpta.comwww.tlmpta.comwww.tlmpta.com    

The materials/statements/programs in 
this publication are not officially en-
dorsed by Guilford County Schools nor 
do they necessarily represent the Dis-
trict's position or policy.  

Cici’s Pizza Night isCici’s Pizza Night isCici’s Pizza Night is   

June 11June 11June 11   

LAST CHANCE THIS YEAR! 

President’s Letter  

PLEASE Donate to the PTA 
We can now accept PayPal 
donations as a registered 
nonprofit organization! 

Please click the Donate button 
at the top of our web site. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES! 

Congratulations to the fifth 
graders of Triangle Lake Mon-
tessori for completing 5th 
grade and graduating from 
Triangle Lake Montessori. We 
are proud of every one of you 
and wish you the very best. 

Clothing Closet 
The TLM PTA has some excit-
ing plans for the clothing 
closet next year. If you are 
doing some spring cleaning 
and find some clothing you’d 
like to donate, now is the 
perfect time, since our or-
ganization project will be 
taking place in the summer. 
Be sure all clothes are washed 
and free of tears and stains. 

The clothing closet can only 
use clothing that meets dress 
code (red, blue, or white 
shirts and blue, black or tan 
shorts, long pants, dresses). 
Thank you for all your dona-
tions this year. Please contact 
Darlene Floyd or Lisa Sunshine 
if you have questions or 
would like to help organize 
the clothing closet.  

Wow! What a year it has been. In 
some respects, the year flew by, but 
it also seems as if I am finally getting 
my footing and understanding how 
this PTA thing works. Either way, 
June is here and with it, the last 
breaths of the 2008-2009 school 
year.  

As I look ahead to Summer, I start 
to wonder, “What in the world I am 
going to do at home all day with 
these kids!” The routines of after-
school days—snack, homework, and 
playtime—don’t really cut it in the 
Summer. My kids need a strange mix 
of structure and no routine. Last 
year we had a plan and this year, I’m 
working on our Summer plan. This is 
going to be the Summer of the per-
sonal goal. My children will be set-
ting some goals for themselves 
(shhhh, they don’t know that part 
yet) and I am working on some goals 
for them as well. My goals for kids 
are to become active participants in 
the chore department and to take 
the training wheels off the bikes.  

I am also working on some goals 
for myself. My biggest and most 
pressing goal is my completion of 
the 5K race on June 13th. I have 
been s-l-o-w-l-y working up from 
walking to running and as the date 

looms ever closer I wonder how I 
happened onto this particular goal. I 
wish I could say it is for some wor-
thy/noble cause, however, it is not. 
It is for me and me alone. Right now, 
my goal is to finish the 5K, running 
the whole way, and still have enough 
energy to walk back to the car.  

The goal for the TLM PTA this 
school year was all about family and 
I feel we have really worked on 
achieving that particular goal. Thank 
you all for the hard work and dedica-
tion you have shown this year to 
make the PTA not just an organiza-
tion, but an extended family—with 
all its joys, sorrows, dramas, and 
laughter. The work we accomplished 
this year, would not have been pos-
sible without the members of the 
executive board, the parents mem-
bers of the site leadership team and 
each and every parent volunteer.  

Much thanks to all the teachers 
and staff of Triangle Lake for provid-
ing such a great education for our 
children. And no matter what your 
goal for the Summer, I hope all the 
TLM families and students have a 
relaxing and safe Summer Break. 

Lisa Sunshine 
PTA President 
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TLM PTA does not discriminate on the basis of age, nationality, ethnic origin, color, gender, gender identity, religion, physical or mental limitations. 

What’s Happening at Triangle Lake 

Skate Night 

Friday May 8th, your TLM PTA had a skate night at the ROL-A-RINK in High 
Point. A fantastic 75 skaters turn out, not including the non-skating parents 
and family members. 

Thanks to all who came out for a great community night of fun, games and 
sharing.  Did you all see Mrs. Brett awesome skating style? We are impressed 
also with Mrs. Keels, she was a rolling, dancing queen.  

 Thank you to all for bringing canned and non-perishable food to benefit 
High Point food banks.  

Mary Beth Wood 
V.P. Ways and Means 



As your V.P. of Communications for Triangle Lake Montessori PTA, 
I have worked to expand our contact with the school community 
both with this newsletter and our ever-growing website at 
 www.tlmpta.com. Over the Summer, I’ll be making some plans 
for my next (and last) term as V.P. in the 2009-2010 school year, so I 
would appreciate any suggestions you may have to offer. 

I’d like to thank not only my fellow officers at the TLM PTA, but 
also the teachers and staff at Triangle Lake. In particular, kudos to 
Krista Hanna and Karen Brett, who worked hard to put together a 
great yearbook for this school year. It looks terrific and wow, what 
memories! (You can still buy a yearbook if you missed out, see back 
cover.) 

There’s a lot more we can do next year, especially with the help of 
volunteers (like yourself). For example, we can do more to promote 
the goals and causes of TLM with the media, and make sure we make 
our needs known to the school board, County Commissioners, and 
the state legislature. 

 I’m particularly hoping to get something like the old Amigos Lati-
nos program reestablished at TLM after a long absence. The goal of 
the support group is to reach out to families speaking a second lan-
guage (not just Spanish, hence the need for a new name). I will be 
contacting some of the earlier volunteers to see if perhaps we can 
get something started over the Summer Break, so if you want to par-
ticipate, send me an email or contact me via our web site (see front 
cover). I’m also seeking volunteers to be trained to help with the 
website to make it even more useful and interesting (such as posting 
photos and “around the school” updates). 

If you’re on Facebook, why not join the TLM PTA group? You can 
also add “team@tlmpta.com” to your Friends list to informally keep 
in touch with other parents and PTA officers. 

Have a fantastic Summer, and be sure to drop me a line! 

 

Charles Brannon 

V.P. Communications 

Communiqué   
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“Just-Right” Books 

Many books for children have a fea-
ture that I find particularly helpful: 
a listing of the book's readability 
and interest levels. This informa-
tion can sometimes be found on 
the copyright page inside the 
book, on the flyleaf (inside flap of 
the book jacket) of hardcover books, or 
on the back cover (usually only paper-
backs). Other books may not list 
this information, but frequently the book's library record includes it, 
and this year I have begun marking it inside new books when I proc-
ess them. 

The information usually looks something like this: 
RL: 4.2 
IL: 008-012 (or 3-6) 
 
RL stands for Readability Level, and this is the general reading 

level of the book. In the example above, RL of 4.2 means 4th grade, 
2nd month. Readability levels are usually determined by taking sev-
eral passages from different parts of the book and evaluating them 
on a scale such as Fry's Readability Scale. 

IL stands for Interest Level. It is used to give an idea of which chil-
dren might be interested in a book. Interest Level is based on story 
character's ages, child developmental age interests, and perhaps 
readability levels. It can be listed by children's ages (in the example 
above, 008-012 would be ages 8 to 12) or sometimes by school 
grade level (3-6 being grades 3 through 6). Interest levels are sub-
jective, and are usually determined by publishers (however, book 
reviewers may list different interest levels from the publisher or 
even from each other). 

Both Readability and Interest levels can be helpful for parents 
and children in choosing books. They are a tool to help find appro-
priate books, but do not need to be limiters to reading. As always, 
you'll want to use your judgment in deciding if a book is right for 
your child. 

Spring Book Fair Update 
Don’t forget—the Spring Book Fair runs June 1-5, and will be in the 
Media Center. All of the proceeds of the Spring book fair benefit the 
media center directly. I am looking for volunteers who would like to 
assist with the book fair. If you can help or have any questions, 
please call me at the school  819-2883 or email 
 foxj@gcsnc.com 

Mrs. Janis Fox 

Media Specialist 

    M
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CorrectionCorrectionCorrection   

Due to an oversight, we neglected to thank Missy Goodman, who 
donated a photo package for Family Fun Day. Please let her know 
you appreciate her generosity. You can still visit her website to or-
der professional photos from Family Fun Day 2009: 

 www.melissaphotographyanddesign.com/TLMFunDay 

“Knowledge is Power!” 

 We would like to empower our parents and teachers in the Fall by 
offering helpful information and hints on education in our newslet-
ter. We will also schedule training sessions on specific topics as well. 
Have a great summer and we'll see you in the August! 

Erica Marion 

V.P. Education 

Teachers and Staff Retiring This Year 

In the Fall, there will be several familiar faces missing from the 
halls of Triangle Lake Montessori. Mrs. Mitchell, 
Mrs. Keith, Mrs. Gidderon and 
Mrs. Reid (AL teacher) are all 
retiring this year. Each one of 
these ladies has been a 
familiar and helpful mem-
ber of the TLM PTA and an 
invaluable asset to our 
school. 

Let’s all thank these won-
derful women for all the 
times they have done a job that 
wasn’t theirs, offered a smile, kind 
word, or a hug to someone in need, and most 
of all thank you for giving of yourselves to the students of Tri-
angle Lake. 

Our lives and that of our children are enriched by you having 
been part of their lives. Thank you, and we will miss you!  

Let Peace On Earth Begin Let Peace On Earth Begin 

at Triangle Lakeat Triangle Lake  
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SUBJECT TO CHANGE! View current schedule online:  www.tlmpta.com/events.html 
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3:00 PM 

SLT Meeting 

School event PTA Event 

Cici’s Pizza Night 

Spring Book Fair: April 1-5 

FIELD DAY  

Mrs. Fox's class won the pizza party for April. Mrs. Brett 
won the for the highest participation in the month of 
May. We will have one more Cici's Pizza night on Thurs-
day, June 11. Will your class be the winner in June? 

The PTA is working on a raffle for the last pizza night 
of the school year. We are cleaning out our “prize 
closet.” You never know what kind of goodies we might 
find to give away! Please come out and have dinner with 
your TLM family, sign yearbooks see your teacher and 
TLM staff—and maybe win a great raffle prize.  

We hope you have enjoyed coming out to Cici's Pizza 
this year. We have enjoyed seeing all of you there and 
hope you have a wonderful summer. 

We Read Around the World! 
PTA Fundraiser for Study Island  

As of the end of May, TLM parents and students raised 
$700 and collectively read over 22,000 minutes. Thank you 
to each and every student who turned in pledges and read-
ing sheets. We appreciate the effort all our families and stu-
dents made for this fundraiser. Although the PTA did not meet 
its goals for funding Study Island, we learned some very valuable 
lessons. 

Thanks to all who participated—we know times are tough right 
now but this type of direct contribution ensures that 100% of your donation is working 
for our school. If you still have donations to turn in, please do so immediately! You can 
also contribute via our web site. Thank you for your continued support of these impor-
tant programs at Triangle Lake Montessori! 

If you have a child in grades 2-5, he or she can log into Study 
Island from home—ask your child’s teacher. It’s a great way to 

retain skills and knowledge over the Summer Break! 

LAST DAY 
for students 

Yearbooks 
If you ordered a yearbook, they will be 
going home on Field Day—June 5th.  
There is still time to purchase a yearbook.  
Yearbooks will be sold in the main office 
for the next two weeks, but quantity is 
limited. You can also order online via our 
web site. The cost is $20 per yearbook 
(only $19 if ordered online). 

Check out the sample copy in the main 
office. 

Don’t forget the memories: Purchase a 
yearbook today! 

Raincoats Needed for Safety Patrol 

 Youth Medium or Large/Adult Small 
raincoats for the Safety Patrol. 

Help our kids stay dry in the pickup/
drop off line by donating new or gently 
used raincoats (please NO ponchos!). 
Please turn into the PTA or Safety Patrol 
advisors. Thank you! 
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